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Tax Day 2012 

National Priorities Project looks at where the federal government 

spent your income taxes—down to the penny. 
By Mattea Kramer 

 

On April 17, 2012, your 2011 federal income tax return is due to the IRS. Where did the federal 

government spend your income taxes during fiscal year 2011? 

Federal income tax revenues totaled around $1.13 trillion in fiscal 2011, and this chart shows 

exactly where the federal government spent each one of those dollars: 

When you pay federal income taxes, the U.S. Treasury designates that money as “federal funds.” 

That means Congress and the president can spend that money on any government activity—and 

the chart above shows how they chose to spend federal funds in 2011. This chart does not 

include your payroll taxes, also called Social Security and Medicare taxes, which are designated 

as “trust funds” and can only be used by the Treasury to fund those two programs. But as you 
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can see from the chart above, some federal 

funds are also used to pay for Social 

Security and Medicare. 

 

Thanks for Your Business 

 

Some people think the federal government 

should give them a receipt for their income 

taxes in order to show where all that money 

was spent. While you may not get a receipt 

from the IRS any time soon, National 

Priorities Project went ahead and wrote one 

up. This receipt shows where $2,654 in 

income taxes was spent by the government 

in fiscal 2011. That’s an estimate of the 

taxes paid by a single person earning around 

$30,000 annually. To see where your own 

taxes were spent by the federal government, 

see our Tax Calculator at 

nationalpriorities.org/en/interactive-

data/taxday/ 

 

For More… 

 

... About how federal income taxes and 

payroll taxes appear on your paystub: 

nationalpriorities.org/en/analysis/2012/taxes

-and-your-paycheck 

 

… About how the federal government raises 

trillions of dollars in tax revenue each year: 

nationalpriorities.org/en/budget-

basics/federal-budget-101/revenues/ 

 

… About the Bush-era tax cuts for the 

wealthiest Americans: 

CostofTaxCuts.com 
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